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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) An outer sheathed endoscope comprising: 
a flexible insertion portion i nc l ud i ng having a guide channel formed therethrough; 
aft a detachable outer sheath for dotachab l y covering the flexible insertion 
portion; 

a channel tube A a tip end of wh i ch i s the channel tube being fixed to a tip end of 
the outer sheath and wh i ch is passed passing through the outer sheath, wherein m-a 
stat e that when the outer sheath covers the flexible insertion portion, the channel tube 
i s pass e d extends through the guide channel; 

a locking mechanism for restricting the flexible insertion portion from oscap i ng 
detaching from the flex i bl e insertion port i on outer sheath ; and 

a channel deformation space for al l ow i ng that permits a part in the vicinity of a tip 
end part of the channel tube to be elastically deformed when a tip end part of the outer 
sheath is rotated about an axis in a predetermined range in a circumferential direction 
with respect to the tip end part of the flexible insertion portion, 

wherein the locking mechanism is disengaged by rotating the tip end part of the 
outer sheath about the axis in the predetermined range with respect to the tip end part 
of the flexible insertion portion 

wherein the locking mechanism includes a hook portion and a groove portion, 
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the groove portion being enqaqeable with the hook portion in the circumferential 
direction, and 

wherein the hook portion is disengaged from the groove portion when the tip end 
part of the outer sheath is rotated with respect to the tip end part of the flexible insertion 
portion . 

2. (currently amended) The outer sheathed endoscope according to claim 1 , 
wherein 

i n a stato wh e re when the outer sheath covers the flexible insertion portion and 
no load is applied to the outer sheath, a otato wh e r e the locking mechanism is engaged 
i s ma i nta i ned by elasticity of the channel tube, and 

the engagement of the locking mechanism is canc ele d removed to enable the 
tip end part of the flexible insertion portion to oscap e detach from the tip end part of the 
outer sheath when the tip end part of the outer sheath is rotated about the axis in the 
predetermined range with respect to the tip end part of the flexible insertion portion by 
elastically deforming the channel tube in the channel deformation space. 

3. (currently amendedl)The outer sheathed endoscope according to claim 1 , 
wherein the locking mechanism includes an L-shaped groove portion wh i ch that is 
form e d provided in an outer face of the tip end part of the flexible insertion portion and 
a hook portion which that is form e d provided on an inner face of the tip end part of the 
outer sheath to be engageable with the groove portion. 
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